LI Ecologically and Biologically Significant Areas

How EBSAs Were Identified . for their overlap with the identified IAs. Oceanographic

© features were chosen because they drive productivity in
PNCIMA and support food chains. Bottleneck areas were
chosen for their concentration of migrating species such as
salmon. Sponge communities were selected for their own

: global unigueness, the unique communities they
In Phase |, the identification of Important Areas EBSAs are support and their low resilience to disturbance.?

|As], scientific experts were interviewed to . .

l1As) I . areas that may River mouths and estuaries were also deemed

determine significant areas.? The assessment L . . L
be worthy significant in PNCIMA but there was insufficient

of these areas was based on one or more of inf . K thern. With o .
five criteria: uniqueness, aggregation, fitness of enhanced " ormaﬁon torank t em. Ith more n ormation,
some rivers or estuaries may be considered as

consequences, naturalness and resilience.' An
q management EBSAs. It was recommended that PNCIMA rivers

EBSA is identified if it ranks high in one of the first g risk aversion and estuaries be considered for identification

three criteria and can be weighted higher or lower )
) i . exercises at the Coastal Management Area scale.’®
by either naturalness or resilience. The selection

Ecologically and Biologically Significant Areas (EBSAs) are
defined as areas worthy of enhanced management or risk
aversion.! The identification of EBSAs for PNCIMA was
completed in two phases.?®

and examination of species and groups were largely driven Atotal of 15 features were highlighted for PNCIMA and

by the information that was available, much of which was © submitted as EBSAs. Seventy-three percent of the original |As
fisheries-based.? . overlapped with the final EBSAs.?

In Phase I, a total of 40 thematic layers were produced, EBSAs in PNCIMA

depicting |As for 144 species. The thematic layers included
groundfish, pelagic fish, marine mammals, invertebrates,
sponge reefs and oceanographic features. When viewed
together, IAs cover almost all of PNCIMA.?

The EBSAs identified for PNCIMA are: 1) Hecate Strait Front, 2)

MclIntyre Bay, 3) Dogfish Bank, 4) Learmouth Bank, 5) Brooks

Peninsula, 6] Cape St James, 7) Shelf Break, 8] Scott Islands,

- 9] North Island Straits, 10 to 13) Sponge Reefs, 14) Chatham

In Phase II, unique physical features of PNCIMA were analysed Sound and 15) Caamano Sound. Those with the highest overlap
: with the lAs identified in Phase | include the large Shelf Break,

Scott Islands and Chatham Sound.?

Alist of the EBSAs on the map by number and the rationale
why they were identified are presented in the table at the
bottom of the page.®
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Rationale for Identification

Number on Map Name

| 6| GpeStames | Theformation of Hada ede concntrates plankton and transports thisproductviynt the ulfof Maske.___|
|8 Jscomiands | Anareaofidalmixing thatrve ighproductiity whihsupporsmany marineandterestrl speces. |

q

Caamano Sound

A second area of coastal tidal mixing and upwelling which serves to increase productivity.
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