
62   |   Atlas of the Pacifi c North Coast Integrated Management Area Ecological   |   63

Important Areas (IAs) were identifi ed for Tanner crabs in 
2006 through interviewing experts and considering relevant 
literature during the process of establishing Ecologically and 
Biologically Signifi cant Areas (EBSAs) in PNCIMA.1,2

Tanner crabs, Chionoecetes tanneri (grooved Tanner) 
and Chionoecetes bairdi (inshore Tanner), are two 
species of crab targeted in exploratory commercial 
fi sheries in PNCIMA.3 In BC C. bairdi are commonly 
found in coastal inlets and fjords at depths between 
ten and 475 m,3 although they have also been found 
offshore as bycatch in the domestic groundfi sh 
trawl fi shery.4 C. tanneri are distributed along the 
continental shelf at depths between 400 and 
1,944 m.3 

The identifi cation of IAs for C. tanneri within PNCIMA was 
generally based on research surveys done on the continental 
shelf break.1,2 A narrow strip along the entire shelf break 
region was identifi ed as an IA for C. tanneri. This area may be 
modifi ed following future research.4 

Based on C. bairdi habitat preferences, nearshore areas along 
the north coast of PNCIMA, including inlets off Chatham Sound 
and Douglas Channel, were identifi ed as IAs for that species.1,2

An experimental C. tanneri and C. bairdi fi shery took place 
to determine if a new fi shery could be supported for these 
species. Trap surveys completed along PNCIMA’s continental 
shelf between 1999 and 2000 indicated that, in general, relative 

abundance of C. tanneri is greater in the northern 
portion of the west coast of Vancouver Island than 
off the west coast of Haida Gwaii.5 Trap and trawl 
surveys between 2004 and 2005 on C. bairdi in 
Rivers Inlet on the central coast suggested that the 
population of marketable size crabs may not be 
suffi cient to sustain an economically viable fi shery 
for that species.3
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