Shellfish Aquaculture in BC

Shellfish is one of three types of aquaculture activity in BC.
The others are finfish and marine plant aquaculture. Shellfish
aquaculture is the production of farmed marine invertebrates
in an aquatic environment or human-made container of water
for commercial purposes, including the cultivation of shellfish
on, in or under the foreshore or in open water."

Shellfish Aquaculture Tenures

Management

The federal government is responsible for regulating most

shellfish aquaculture operations in BC, although the Province

of BC administers the tenures for land occupation and

use. The Province of BC retains authority over wild oyster

and marine plant aquaculture with respect to harvest and
regulation.® Fisheries and Oceans Canada, the

In BC, the most common commercially cultured In 2010, 6% of
shellfish species include Pacific oyster (Crassostrea BC’s shellfish

Canadian Food Inspection Agency and Environment
Canada administer the Canadian Shellfish Sanitation
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prawn (Pandalus platyceros), giant rock scallop
(Crassadoma gigantea), abalone (Haliotis kamtschatkana),
giant Californian sea cucumber (Parastichopus californicus)
and sea urchins (Strongylocentrotus spp.) are being cultured
on an experimental basis. Three freshwater licence

farms are experimenting with cultivating crayfish (Cherax
quadricarinatus).'
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are more suitable. In 2010, 27 of the 480 shellfish
aquaculture sites in BC (approximately six percent) were
located within PNCIMA.* In comparison, in 2005 there were

11 shellfish farms located within PNCIMA, representing
approximately two and a half percent of the provincial total.

In 2005, there were an additional 15 pilot projects under way
on the North Coast and Haida Gwaii." As of November 2010
there were 12 applications for shellfish aquaculture tenures in
process within PNCIMA.

Shellfish aquaculture tenures can contain multiple areas
which are not always adjacent. The accompanying map
displays tenures and multi-part tenures as points located

in the centre of individual areas; therefore, the number of
points on the map will be greater than the total number of
tenures. Tenures which were still in the application phase as of
November 2010 are not illustrated.

It should be noted that tenures are both offered and expire
over time; the BC Land and Resource Data Warehouse should
have the most up to date information.®
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