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Moratoria

Moratoria on offshore oil and gas exploration in BC 
were established by the federal government in 1972 
and BC government in 1989.1 

Exploratory Wells

Exploratory wells are drilled to test for the presence 
of oil or gas reserves in new areas. The fi rst 
exploratory oil well in BC was drilled in 1913 on 
Graham Island in Haida Gwaii.1 

The accompanying map shows the location of the 18 
exploratory onshore and offshore oil wells drilled in PNCIMA.2 
All were drilled before 1989.3 Two sites at Naden Harbour 
(Haida Gwaii) overlap, so only 17 points are visible on the map. 

Tenures

The accompanying map shows the location and ownership of 
offshore petroleum tenures under the provincial and federal 
governments. 

Notably, there are no tenures around the southern part of 
Haida Gwaii. This is because the four major oil companies who 
claimed petroleum rights within the existing Gwaii Haanas 

National Marine Conservation Area Reserve and 
Haida Heritage Site boundaries relinquished their 
rights in 1997. This was a necessary prerequisite 
for the establishment of the Gwaii Haanas National 
Marine Conservation Area Reserve and Haida 
Heritage Site in 2010.4,5,6

Note that offshore petroleum tenure blocks do not 
extend onshore. With the exception of masking the 
terrestrial portion of the tenures, data are displayed 
as provided. Nothing should be inferred where 
tenures extend beyond international boundaries 
displayed on the map.7
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