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Mining

Mining operations extract metallic and non-
metallic mineral deposits from the earth.1 The BC 
Ministry of Energy and Mines regulates mining in 
the province. 

There are six main phases in the development of a 
mine: 

• Geoscience surveys 

• Exploration 

• Discovery 

• Development (feasibility studies and capital investment)

• Production (extraction, milling and processing activities)

• Reclamation (returning the land to a productive state) during 
operation and/or after the mine is closed.2

Mining Sites Adjacent to PNCIMA

In the watersheds draining into PNCIMA there are three types 
of mining industries:

• coal mining for bituminous coal, sedimentary kaolin clay and 
fi reclay; 

• mining that targets precious metals (gold and 
silver) and base metals (copper, zinc, lead and 
cadmium); and

• industrial mining for slag, silica, limestone, 
granite, dimension stone and building stone.3  

Operational mines, selected major exploration 
projects, proposed mine developments and 
abandoned mine sites are depicted on the 
accompanying map. 

In 2010 there were seven producing mines (see table for 
details), at least 30 exploration projects (one coal, 29 metal) 
and two proposed metal mining developments within the 
watersheds that fl ow into PNCIMA.1,4 
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Active producing mines in the watersheds that fl ow into PNCIMA1,4

Mine Location Description

Myra Falls Southwest of Campbell River Metal mine (zinc, copper, gold, silver)

Quinsam 18 km west of Campbell River Thermal coal 

Benson Lake Northern Vancouver Island Industrial minerals (white marble)

Orca Near Port McNeill, northern Vancouver Island Industrial minerals (sand, gravel)

PEM 100 (Apple Bay) Northern Vancouver Island Industrial minerals (chalky geyserite)

Sentinel Stone Northern BC mainland Industrial minerals

C1 Northern BC mainland Industrial minerals

BHP mine site, 
Quatsino Sound 
Photo: Steve Diggon

In 2010, seven 
mines were 

producing in 
the watersheds 

that fl ow into 
PNCIMA




